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RESULTS DAY
Such an important day - our GCSE students
were waiting to see if they got into their
chosen college, whilst our A level students
were waiting to see if they got into their
chosen university.

SUMMER SHOWCASE
This Stoke Newington School annual event
is always well attended and this year was no
exception. It’s a chance for our students to
display their creativity, be that through live
drama performances, live music or art.

Dear parents and carers,
I am pleased to welcome all our students to school at
the start of this school year 2015/16.
I am able to give you and the students excellent
news about our summer examination results.
Congratulations are due to all from last year’s cohorts
in each of year 11, 12 and 13 who have done so well.
There are many individual successes to celebrate –
too many for me to mention – but I will give you some
headlines.
The sixth form has again been rated “outstanding”.
Over 55% of students got A*-B grades at A level, with
99% of their grades being A*-E. We have almost all
Year 13 students going on to the universities of their
choice – including four students going to Oxford or
Cambridge. Our Year 11 students had much to be
pleased about too. The headline figure of 65% 5A*C including English and Maths is 10% up from last
year and 10% above last year’s national average.
Our creative subjects (Art, Photography, Media
Studies, Drama and Textiles), History, French and
Spanish continue to get outstanding results with the
A/A* percentage at double the national average.
Congratulations to all those students who did so well
in their external examinations.
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We continue to have a strong push on improving the
achievement of all our students. You will have noticed
that this year we have emphasised all students having
the correct equipment: this is so that all lessons can
begin well for everyone and so that all work is presented
with pride and care. We are also developing further our
work with students in Year 7 and 8 who need additional
support with literacy and numeracy. We want every
child to achieve their full potential.
Another addition to our support for students learning
is new sessions on developing study skills: these
sessions will be taking place each term.
I hope the term begins very well for your child and
I look forward to welcoming you to school very soon
during the coming year.
Very best wishes,
Annie Gammon
Headteacher

N E W S
HIGHLIGHTS

Stokey reaches for the stars
in cheerleading competition

Well done to the cheerleading team the “Stokey Stars”
for their performance at the future cheer National schools
competition at the end of last term. Their hard work and
dedication paid off as their performance was pretty much
perfect with no lifts coming down. The girls came 4th
competing against Key Stage 4 teams. Well done to all of
you, Ms O’Malley is very proud.

Year 7 Summer School success

The Year 7 Summer School was a huge success
this year, as decreed by the students themselves.
“Awesome”, “Amazing’ and “Great” were just some of
the superlatives used to describe the transition period
that helps incoming Year 7 students feel comfortable
in their new surroundings. Inspire, an education charity
tweeted us saying, “What a great way to introduce
Year 7s to their new school! So crucial to make that
#transition as smooth as possible.”

SNS Debates is back!

Make sure you’re in the theatre at 3pm on Wednesday
7 October because it’s SNS Debates ‘Faith and politics:
Is Islam compatible with liberal multiculturalism?’ Our
speakers are Myriam Francois-Cerrah, a journalist and
broadcaster with a focus on current affairs, France
and the Middle East and David Goodhart, the founder
of Prospect magazine. David has recently published
a book, The British Dream, about multiculturalism,
national identity and immigration.

SNS on Sky News for results day

Stoke Newington School students shared their GCSE
results with the whole world as Sky News sent TV
journalist Emma Birchley to interview our students
as they opened their letters - no pressure then!
Everyone she interviewed did fantastically - both
results-wise and on camera - and you should be very
proud of yourself.
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Sports day9
This year’s sports days had the most competitive races
Finsbury Park has seen for some years, as well as a few
truly exceptional individual performances.
In glorious sunshine, the athletics track brought back
memories of London 2012. The athletes competing
were steely-eyed, focused on winning for their form
group. The crowd, excited and cheering loudly at every
opportunity.
An incredible 19 records were broken over the two days,
so well done to everyone that broke a record. Rabbi
Silvabanza broke the Year 10 100m and 200m records.
His 100m time of 12:15 will take some beating. Rabbi
had his Year 9 200m record from last year broken by
Jake Mowat, who put down a strong time of 24:99.
In Year 7, Joe Day put down his marker to be the next
Mo Farah with a superb time of 5:32.47 to break the
1500m record.
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Felix Waters showed herself to be a talented multidistance runner by breaking Year 8 records in the
300m and 1500m. Her 1500m time of 5:28.26 beat the
previous record by almost 30 seconds.
Year 9 girls really smashed their year’s records.
In particular the 100m, which was broken by Cree
Edwards with a time of 13:97, comprehensively beating
the previous record of 15:30. Lily Mckay won the 1500m
with a record time of 5:54.86, beating Lilian Jones’
record of 6:57.00 by over a minute.
Year winners
Year 7 winners: 7S
Year 8 winners: 8E
Year 9 winners: 9O
Year 10 winners: 10N
Overall winners: E
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Results
Day
A Level: 13/08/15
G C S E : 20/08/15

06 | Spotlight

A level

Congratulations to everyone who collected their results
on A level results day. The tension was palpable as
students waited patiently (some impatiently) to find out
whether they had gotten into their university of choice.
80% of the A level students at Stoke Newington School
& Sixth Form in Hackney have achieved top grades –
A*, A, B or C – in their exams this year. The A*, A, B
percentage is 52%.
The overall A level pass rate for SNS students is 99%.
We fully expect to remain rated “outstanding” for the
progress our sixth form students make.
Five students from our community school have gained
places at Oxford, Cambridge or Imperial College to
read a range of subjects from Mathematics to History
of Art. Four students have places at the prestigious art
schools, including Goldsmiths and Saint Martin’s.

GCSE

The day started very early for some, with Sky News
inviting a few select students to open their results live
on television at 6am, 7am, 8am and 9am. Everyone
interviewed spoke very well, even with the added
pressure of having to open their results for the whole
world to see.
Stoke Newington continued to achieve highly and
improve with a number of students hitting key
benchmark up by 9% overall in last year. All told, about
65% of students gained five A* to C grades including
English and maths this year. This is 10% above last
year’s national average. More than 70% of students
gained A* to C grades in each of the core subjects of
maths, English and science – a rise on last year’s figures.
The school’s creative subjects continue to excel with
outstanding results in Art, Drama, Media, Photography
and Textiles. English Baccalaureate subjects also
performed strongly with History, Spanish and French
gaining A’s and A*’s at roughly double the national rate.
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Summer Showcase
The SNS summer showcase is one of the
highlights of the summer term, it gives the
Stoke Newington community a chance to see
all the creative achievements of our students.
This year, the sun even came to have a look.

The annual Stoke Newington Summer Showcase left a
warm glow and not just because of the weather. Visitors
were greeted by a range of musical performances at the
front steps, from the orchestra, the SNS band and choir,
the jazz ensemble, guitar club and string quartet.
There was a highly enjoyable promenade production
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by the drama
club. In the courtyard we had a literary festival, with a
number of creative workshops. Upstairs in the theatre
was the amazing display of GCSE Art and Photography,
downstairs in the Sixth From block there was the
exceptional work from Textiles, Product Design and
Construction and a superb exhibition of Media and Film.
Ella, a Year 8 student, said: “Our summer showcase
was one of the best school events this year! There
were lots of things to see and do, with a great array of
snacks and refreshments on offer by the sixth form
block. There were so many activities going on as well,
making ink prints on glass through to visiting a bookstall
with a selection of books to rival any shop. Then, if
you followed the footprints placed along the floor,
you would see examples of what the Year 7 students
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have been doing in History – amazing 3D castles – and
Geography – intricate contours. The SNS Orchestra
played impeccably, bashing out Pirates of the Caribbean,
Halleluiah and Mission Impossible with gusto and verve.
This was followed by a brilliant promenade performance
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.”
A short walk to the Old Church St Mary’s led to the A level
Art and Photography show which had been open all week
receiving lots of compliments in the visitor’s book. All the
pieces showcased were the culmination of a lot of hard
work by students and staff. Students enjoyed presenting
their work to an audience, in many cases for the first
time, and parents and other visitors showed great
pride witnessing it. With many of the A level students
progressing to top Universities in these subjects, there
was a great deal of success on view from the Technology
and Expressive Arts Faculties. Congratulations are due
to the staff and students who make our creative work so
outstanding and parents for their support.
The next one is already pencilled in for Friday July 1st
2016. Watch this space.
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Creating the

t i n d tale
er box
How do you create a film trailer
for a book about ghosts, death,
wolves and lots of magic? You get
creative, is all.
Sena Soruklu, Year 8
1
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Last Thursday was quite the bewildering school trip to
Petchey Academy for a presentation ceremony, yet it
was a day we had spent weeks preparing for…

were going to film in our fantastic TV studio. We filmed
in front of a green screen, which meant we could put in
interesting backgrounds when it came to editing.

A group of us were given a book to read – “Tinder”, by
Sally Gardiner. It’s a dark atmospheric tale based on
Hans Christiansen Anderson’s “The Tinder Box” with
delicate black and red illustrations.

We were all dazzled by the amount of props we had
to use. There was an amazing array of old Edwardian
gowns for the girls to wear, as well as lots of jewellery.
For his role as our lead character, Otto, Fabrel had a suit
of armour to wear in some of his scenes - it was very
heavy! We also had antlers, furs, candles coins and lots
of hats. A huge thank you to Islington library for letting
us borrow them.

We planned our trailer in the library, we all had lots of
ideas about what scenes we should include. After all,
it was a trailer, so we had to make the viewer want to
watch it without spoiling the plot for them! In the end,
we managed to create a storyboard of scenes that we
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The filming process was a lot more work than I thought
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it was going to be, to be honest. We had to film every
scene around three to five times, and there was a lot of
waiting around as other people filmed their scenes. The
only problem was that the room got so hot! It was like a
furnace in there.
In total, we spent over two hours in the studio filming
for a three-minute trailer, but the final edit was really
good – much better than all the other schools’ efforts.
So thank you to our director, Nathan.
Fast forward and our group is in the taxi on our way to the
presentation ceremony to show off our finished trailer
and talk to the other Hackney schools about the book.

It was very nerve-wracking as we hadn’t had much time
to prepare our talk and matters weren’t helped by the
fact we were going last and everyone’s presentations
were exceeding my expectations – we saw acting,
musicals, Powerpoints and – similar to us – film trailers.
But you know what? We got up there and gave a great
presentation of the book and our trailer impressed the
judges a lot. All the hard work was worth it.
Overall, Sally Gardiner’s “Tinder” is a fascinating read;
it has a dark and intense atmosphere filled with weird
places and people. Oh, and lots of blood!
Watch: www.vimeo.com/131761877
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21/09/15
21/09/15
21/09/15
22/09/15
24/09/15
28/09/15
28/09/15
29/09/15
30/09/15
01/10/15
05/10/15
06/10/15
08/10/15
09/10/15
12/10/15
12/10/15
15/10/15
16/10/15
16/10/15
17/10/15
20/10/15
21/10/15
21/10/15
22/10/15
24/10/15
30/10/15
02/11/15
03/11/15
09/11/15
10/11/15
26/11/15
27/11/15
30/11/15
03/12/15
07/12/15
09/12/15
10/12/15
11/12/15
17/12/15
17/12/15
18/12/15
18/12/15

- Open morning for prospective parents (9.45am - 10.45am)
- International Peace Day
- International parents’ breakfast
- Open morning for prospective parents (9.45am - 10.45am)
- Open morning for prospective parents (9.45am - 10.45am)
- Week commencing - clubs begin
- Anti-bullying fortnight begins
- A2 Biology trip
- A2 Biology trip
- Black History Month begins
- Open morning for prospective parents (9.45am - 10.45am)
- Open morning for prospective parents (9.45am - 10.45am)
- National Poetry Day
- INSET day
- Year 7 parents support meeting
- Year 12 & 13 Classics trip to Athens
- Physics Thorpe Park trip
- Year 8 injections
- Year 12 & 13 language show trip
- Full Governors meeting
- Sixth Form information evening for Year 11 parents
- Sixth Form taster day for Year 11
- Whole school assembly - Year 7 choir
- Creative day
- Autumn half term begins
- Autumn half term ends
- Year 11 Parents Evening
- Late start for students - school begins at 10.55am
- INSET day
- Sixth Form open evening
- Year 13 parents evening
- Late start for students - school begins at 10.55am
- Inclusion week begins
- International evening
- Year 9 Spanish trip
- Progress review day
- Sixth Form open morning
- Sixth Form open morning
- Takeover day
- Christmas concert
- Christmas concert
- Christmas holidays begin

Headteacher: Annie Gammon
Stoke Newington School
& Sixth Form
Clissold Road
N16 9EX
T: 020 7241 9600
E: admin@sns.hackney.sch.uk
www.sns.hackney.sch.uk
@StokeySchool
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