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Our amazing teachers complete three
peaks challenge to raise money!

By Benjamin Matheson &
Finn Morgan
Every year Stoke
Newington School takes 10
disadvantaged pupils on the
trip of a lifetime, a week in
the Alps skiing up and down
some of Europe’s finest
slopes.
Without the efforts of the

teachers and students in
raising money to contribute
towards the costs, this would
never happen. It is funded by a
series of events and charitable
donations throughout the year
to help fund these events.
Two weeks ago, Mr Medway
accompanied by Mr Docherty,
Ms Doyle, Mr Moore, Mr

Dear parents & carers
I am delighted that this latest version of Spotlighter
is the first of many which will have more input from
our students. We have a keen team of journalists
and editors writing and being involved in the
production. My thanks to all of them.
We have also been having student elections this
week for our year representatives. I’m pleased that
we have a democratic process going on in school
so that all our students get involved in choosing
representatives. I know you will be hearing more

Burn, Mr Clark, Mr Lafferty
and a host of other teachers
embarked on the three peaks
challenge.
The National Three Peaks
Challenge is an event in which
participants attempt to climb
the highest mountains of
England, Scotland and Wales
Continued on page two

from the students about their discussions and
input to the development of the school.
I look forward to seeing
many of you at the parents’
forum on Tuesday 18th
October at 7pm.
Best wishes
Annie Gammon
Headteacher

News and activities

SNS teachers raise over £2000 for annual school trip

Continued from page one
within 24 hours. Walkers climb
each peak in turn, and are
driven by mini bus from the
foot of one mountain to the
next. Mr Lafferty made use of
this free time by sleeping at
every occasion!
The three peaks were: Ben
Nevis, the highest mountain
in Scotland; Scafell Pike, the
highest mountain in England,
and Snowdon, the highest
mountain in Wales. The climb
started at exactly 3:35pm on
the Saturday 10 September
and went on all throughout

the night, finishing at 3.30pm
the next day.
Ben Nevis was particularly
steep throughout. The upper
section was rough and very
stony; often covered in snow,
so losing the line of path
easily led onto dangerous
terrain - navigational skills
were needed. This is when
Mr Gilbert came in handy as
they had all gotten lost at
this point. He had saved the
day using his orienteering
skills learnt from his earlier
days when he did the Duke of
Edinburgh award.

The final hike up Mount
Snowdon was very tight
indeed. On average, it takes
a party up to 6 hours to
complete; however, the group
only had 5 hours left on the
clock because they had all
gotten lost prior. The first
group came in with half an
hour to go!
Congratulations to the
3 Peaks team, who walked
amazingly, and have raised
over £2000 towards the ski
trip. Another thank you to the
incredible 93 people who have
donated to this worthy cause.

Read what some of the
teacher’s thought about
completing the challenge!
Mr Brown said: “Broken.
Spent the following 4 days
walking like a crab and
questioning my existence.
I only completed the first

peak.”
Mr Medway said: “One of the
best things I’ve ever done
in my life. The satisfaction
of completing it with 30
minutes to spare, beating the
time set by Mr Anfossy, was
incredible. I am now planning

on doing the Yorkshire
3 peaks challenge in the
spring.”
Ms O’Malley said: “It was a
fantastic feeling. We worried
we wouldn’t make it but
felt great to finish with 30
minutes to spare!”

Give your support to Green Team Stokey
Green Team Stokey is a brand new
environmental group that wants to make the
stoke newington area as green as possible.
G.T.S hopes to bring light to and act on climate
change in the local area, educate people about
overfishing and promote a low meat diet. It is
currently being run by Finn morgan in 8w so if you
have any ideas, tell him! To support G.T.S, follow
our Instagram @greenteam_stokey, we hope to be
organising petitions and protests by christmas so
watch this space!!!

Are animals left handed or right handed?!
Are animals left and right handed? Why
are most of us right handed? Is it nature or
nurture?
These are some of the questions asked,
and answered by Professor Chris McManus
when he visited SNS to speak to biology

A-level students in years 12 and 13 for the
second time. Professor McManus - also a
parent of current and former pupils - is a
leading authority on handedness, having
written an award- winning book, Right Hand,
Left Hand.

Stoke Newington School make their mark on music producers!
By Sam Foxell & Benjamin Matteson
Professional music company, Urban
Development, visited our school last year
and were so astounded by our music
department and students, they decided
to offer eight SNS children places in their
summer school.
The students made nine tracks in a studio
under the instruction and aide of music
experts.
Urban Development were so immensely
pleased with how the summer school

went, they are now coming in to our school
for Black History Month to give us a live
performance.
Mr Bourne said, “They were really
impressed when we first met them, so they
took our students on their summer school
programme, and they were even more
impressed after that, they want to come back
and perform for us.”
This goes to show that SNS’s music
department is hard to beat!

Roald Dahl comp winners!

Take part in the Guardian’s young critics
competition 2016!
All you have to do is write and submit a
book review (maximum 500 words) on one
of the eight books longlisted for the Guardian
children’s fiction prize 2016.
Click HERE or talk to Ms Loy or Ms Fujita
to find out more! The deadline is 17 Oct!
The winning school will be invited to
spend a day at the Guardian Education
Centre: up to 30 students from the winning
school will have the chance to edit and print
the day’s news at the Guardian Education
Centre in London. The winning school will
also be invited to the Award Ceremony on 17
November 2016.

To celebrate Roald Dahl’s 100th birthday on
13 September, the library organised a Roald
Dahl Quiz Competition.
Students were asked to answer five
questions displayed in the library. The students
with correct answers were included in a draw
for two top prizes. The winners were Kit Naylor,
8G and Jonathan Wambugu, 7E. Kit received
a copy of ‘The Gloriumptious World of Roald
Dahl’ and Jonathan received a 2017 Roald Dahl
calendar.
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