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PHOTOGRAPHY AT SNS
Photography students work on two projects
for coursework during Y10 and Y11 – ‘Nature
Into Abstraction’ and ‘Identity’. These images
show how students have analysed and
responded to a number of different artists,
including Corrine Day, Ken O’Hara, Ouke
Leele and Andy Warhol

MY NAME IS KHALED
Read about Khaled's amazing story of
serendipity. You won't believe it!

ON THE COVER: IMAGE BY MAYA ISIDORECOYNE - MORE ON PAGE 4
DIARY: FOR OUR DIARY DATES, PLEASE CHECK
THE CALENDAR ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.STOKENEWINGTONSCHOOL.CO.UK/
CALENDAR
SNS JOURNALISTS: HENRY ALLEN TAYLOR,
NIKODEM ZAROCKI, GEORGIE EDWARDS, JAMIE
HUNT, SAM FOXELL, KYLE MCCAFFERTY, EVELYN
SHLOMOWITZ, TAMAR SINGER, BENJAMIN
MATHESON, LORELEI O'SHEA.

NO MORE THAN FIVE
Student journalists Finn and Sam write a for
and against argument about the 'no more
than five' rule for year 8s

CONTRIBUTIONS BY: KHALED DJERKALLIS,
ISADORA HAWKES

Dear parents, carers, and friends of Stoke
Newington School,
During this term we have been both grieving ourselves,
and supporting our community, as they deal with the
tragic death of Harry Lisle. I want to thank everyone
who showed such care for our students, our staff, the
wider community and, most particularly, Harry’s family.
We will be involved in a further commemoration in the
New Year. This will coincide with the launch of Harry’s
fund which will champion mental wellbeing for young
people – locally and further afield. We continue to offer
support to all those who are in need.
I can also look back over the term with some pride in
our academic achievements. We are again placed in the
top 10% of schools for value added for our sixth form,
and we have a highly positive value added for Year 11,
placing us in the top 20% of schools. We continue to
work to ensure every child achieves excellent outcomes.
One initiative, we are investing in from January, is to
have more timetabled literacy lessons for some Year
7 and 8 students, who have a reading age below their
actual age. We know this will really help these young
people access all their other subjects with more ease
and prepare them for adult life. We also have a new
appointee to the role of Most Able Co-ordinator and are
working, during training with our teachers in January, to
ensure all our students are suitably challenged.
We have had some real creative successes during the
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term. This finished with the winter musical showcase
which was very much enjoyed by all who were involved
and the audience. During the term we have had some
great events in school on our creative days, including
raising awareness of mental wellbeing, redesigning our
playground, team building, etc – all tackled through our
renowned creative approaches. I have been delighted
to see the cultural visits programme begin for all our
students: all Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 students will be
involved in at least two visits a year.
Finally I want to thank all our parents and carers for
your support for our school. We are always pleased to
see you and receive any feedback.

Very best wishes,
Annie Gammon
Headteacher

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Do not read! Banned books SNS has a brand new pitch! A Wellcome science gift

By Henry Allen Taylor and Nikodem
Zakrocki
SNS celebrated banned books week by
displaying books that have been or are
still banned in the world.
Some of the books that have been
banned will surprise you! Some very
popular books have been banned for
one reason or another, including Harry
Potter, Hunger Games, Shakespeare’s
Twelfth Night. Others to be been banned
are Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland,
Animal Farm, To Kill A Mockingbird, The
Curious Case of the Dog in the Night Time,
The Holy Bible. Harry Potter was banned
because it “promoted witchcraft.”
“Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland” was
banned in China because it had animals
that could talk, which they percieved to
put animals on the same level as humans.

We welcomed Arsenal Ladies FC
defenders, Vyan Sampson and current
student, Lotte Wubben-Moy, to unveil
our new state-of-the-art 3G pitch.
The new all-weather pitch was made
possible thanks to a £279,676 grant from
the Premier League & The FA Facilities
Fund.
Ms Gammon said: “Thank you so much
to Vyan and Lotte for officially opening
our wonderful new 3G pitch. I’d also
like to thank the Premier League & The
FA Facilities Fund, Arsenal and our PE
team for fundraising and providing us
with this resource. We are pleased to be
able to serve our students and the local
community with this state-of-the-art
facility that will aid the development of
grassroots sport in the Stoke Newington
and Hackney area.”

By Jamie Hunt
In November, Mr Lyons and his Year
13s were DNA testing with thanks to
the Wellcome Trust, who lent us the
high tech equipment.
DNA testing is a powerful tool for
identification. It is often used in daily life
for parental testing, gene therapy and
criminal investigation. The Wellcome
Trust lent the equipment for the Year 13s
to use for this experiment. The Year 13s
were trying to find which of the family
members were healthy and which of
them was the carrier. They were using a
new system that makes it easier to find
out the answer of this mystery. They
used a special gel, sinking dye and a
camera on a tray to reveal the DNA of the
one who was suffering from the disease.

Spotlighter video online!

Fearless Futures workshop

Save the refugees dinner

Creative Day at SNS is always a special
time for students and staff alike. We
were lucky enough to have two of them
last term!
SNS journalism club students (the
same ones that have put this magazine
together) produced their very first video
version of Spotlighter by covering the
second creative day. It's available to
watch online at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oUPCJtdQ0js or on the 'news'
page of the school website.
The SNS journalists will be doing a lot
more video news in the future so look
out!

By Georgie Edwards
On Friday 9 December, Year 9 girls,
helped by Fearless Futures, lead an
equality workshop for girls in years 7
and 8.
The aim was to challenge stereotypes,
recognise self-worth, develop and
teach leadership skills, to empower
girls to build a sisterhood and fulfil their
potential. The year 9 students asked us
what equality means. They then split
us into three groups for the workshop.
It was enjoyable because it helped you
understand the importance of equality.
The best part of this workshop was the
beat game, where you get into a circle
and someone starts a beat, then each
person adds something to the beat.

By Georgie Edwards
In December, there was a special
refugee fundraising dinner at school,
which raised over £700!
There was a gallery, a raffle and live
music. It was a really enjoyable and
interesting evening. There were some
speakers, talking about the problems
and fears for people in Syria and the live
music was so much fun. The highlight
was Khaled's song and heartwarming
speech, which you can read about on
page 6-7. With the raffle, bar takings
and the entry tickets we raised a huge
amount of money and it's all going
towards helping Syrian refugees. Thank
you to Ms Parker for organising it.
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Phot
o g r a
p h y
GCSE coursework. 'Nature into
a b s t r a c t i o n ' a n d ' I d e n t i t y. '
Their work is influenced by

C o r r i n e D a y, K e n O ’ H a r a , O u k e
L e e l e a n d A n d y Wa r h o l .
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"MY NAME IS
KHALED AND
I AM FROM
SYRIA."
My name is Khaled. In November 2015 I came to Stoke
Newington School from Syria. I have a British passport
but it was still quite difficult for me to get here. On
Thursday 8 December 2016, I was at the SNS refugee
fundraiser dinner and something incredible happened.
Here’s my story...
I come from Damascus which is in central Syria. Damascus is
an amazing city which is beautiful. The people there are very
nice and friendly. Before the war started, it felt like the safest
place in the world. I lived in a cosy house with my mum and
my grandma and we were always laughing and having fun. My
favourite thing about Damascus was the food, the people and
the mountains. One of my favourite places to go was al-Samra:
In 2011, a civil war broke out in my country. Lots of places
are no longer safe, including al-Samra. No one is allowed to
go there anymore. Everything changed in 2011. It was really
scary living in a war because I was young and it wasn’t safe to
go out anymore.
In 2015, I came to England on my own because it was safer.
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When I was coming to England, I was on the aeroplane from
Jordan to Cairo. I was queuing in the airport to come to
England and I looked around and realised that no one could
speak Arabic. There were lots of people speaking Chinese,
English, French; all languages apart from the one I needed!
At this point, I couldn’t speak much English. I didn’t feel very
confident and a little bit scared because I was in a place that I
didn’t know anyone. I realised that I was so far away from my
home country and started to question whether I would ever
go back home again. I started to feel really upset that I would
probably never go back to my old life and felt apprehensive
that I would have to start a new life all over again. When I was
in the plane, I felt both sad and happy because I felt that when
I was up in the air, I would be closer to my friends who died in
the war in my country.
When I boarded the aeroplane, I sat next to the window but
a lady told me I had to move because there was a man who
was going to sit by the window. The man very kindly said that I
could stay there. When he sat next to me, I said, "Hi" in English.
I then took out my English/Arabic phrase book to find out how

to ask him to help me. I thought this man seemed really nice
so I asked him whether he spoke Arabic. He replied, "No" but
said this in Arabic as a joke! I started asking him about his life
and asked him whether he had ever been to London. He told
me he lived in London and that he has children. He started
telling me all about his life in London which made me feel more
excited to come here.
I asked the man if he could help me to get in touch with my
uncle who was coming to pick me up from the airport. He sent
a message to my uncle from his phone and very kindly offered
to wait with me for five hours until my uncle arrived. The whole
time we were waiting we were chatting and laughing and it
made me feel better.

a man stood up in the audience and came on stage. It took me
a while to recognise him but eventually the penny dropped.
This was the same man who helped me in the airport. At first,
I couldn’t believe it! I was so happy that he could remember
me and my whole journey. I first met him two days after I said
goodbye to my country and he remembered everything I said
about my home. It turns out, he lives just around the corner
and has a child in this school!
I believe that everything happens for a reason and that I was
meant to meet this man again. I believe if good people go, they
will always come back! The world is very small!

When my uncle finally arrived to pick me up, I thanked the
man and said goodbye and gave him a hug for all of his help.
I thought I would never see him again. Until this Thursday…
At our school refugee fundraiser, I got up and sang a song in
Arabic and spoke a little bit about my country. All of a sudden,
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SNS Debates
We were lucky enough to have
two debates last term. Student
journalists Tamar and Sam were
there to report on them.

'Are our schools failing us?'
Tamar Singer, Year 9
Last Wednesday, in the theatre, Stoke Newington School held
its first SNS debate of the year.
Featuring Toby Young, Deborah Orr and Alasdair Smith, it
faced the issue of why children of different backgrounds are
having such different outcomes at the same schools. The
audience was packed, mostly sixth formers, and they got very
involved.
Deborah Orr, a Guardian columnist, started the ball rolling
by describing her own 1970s school experience. She and her
brother went to an average school of the time: with 40-45
students per class, no awareness of special needs and not
many exams. Despite having exactly the same upbringing,
they came out with completely opposite results. From this
she draws her main point: it’s what the child is like, not the
background.
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Secondly, we heard from Alasdair Smith, a spokesperson for
the organisation Parents Defending Education and former
Stokey teacher, who put forward the point that it is not the
schools which are failing us but society. He started off in typical
history teacher fashion by giving us a brief history of education:
starting off as necessity when workers had to become
more educated and gradually becoming the “phenomenally
successful” comprehensive system it is today. He blamed class
size, pass/fail attitude and politicians, and was overwhelmingly
popular.
Finally, it was the turn of Toby Young, journalist and co-founder
of West London Free School (and recently appointed as director
of New Schools Network). Despite arriving late, he immediately
started by picking apart Smith’s arguments, justifying exams
as a crucial way to measure progress. Proclaiming that there
is “no correlation between class size and attainment”, he was
not met with much support and the audience booed a lot of his

views.
In conclusion, the debate was won by Alasdair Smith, who
pleased the crowd with his liberal ideas and passion. Mr
MacAskill and Finn (Y8) got the biggest the cheers of the
night with their strong arguments against Young’s ideas. Mr
MacAskill went as far as to say he thought “free schools are one
of the worst inventions.”

'Is racist policing a problem in the UK?'
Sam Foxell, Year 8
This term the school hosted a debate discussing racist policing
in the UK. At the table were the IPCCs commissioner Jennifer
Izekor. The IPCC handles complaints against racist policing.
She was talking about the changes they have made to handle
police problems. She was challenged by Wail Qasim who is a
representative from black lives matter. They campaign for
black rights across the world. Lastly joining sns was Janet Hills

of the metropolitan police association. Naturally they all agreed
that racism is bad but Wail was insistent that more should be
done to stop it.
People shared personal experiences of racist policing and
some questioned persistently what the IPCC were doing to
solve the problems that have happened before. There was
frequent discussion of body cameras and stop and searches.
Most agree that some police don’t turn on their cameras, which
allow police to provide evidence of unfair stop and searches.
Stop and Searches are when police randomly stop people and
search them for contraband items.
Overall there wasn’t much debating but a sixth former shared
a horrible experience of racist policing. He was assaulted for
suspected crime due to the colour of his skin. He received
a sympathetic applause for his contribution. If this debate
sounds interesting why not come to our next one. Look out for
posters around the school.
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No more than five
SNS journalists Sam Foxell
and Finn Morgan have their
say on the the new school
rule affecting their year
group.

Have you caught wind of the rule declaring that year 8s can only
be in groups of five or less during break and lunch? This is due to
consistent behavioural issues. Lots of year 8s are unhappy and have
taken action by forming a petition asking for the rule to be lifted.
However, some deem it a chance for year 8 to sort themselves out.
What do you think?

The rule
Year 8 students must not congregate in groups of more than five
people. If they do they must disperse immediately and to a distance
of three metres between groups. If they refuse to disperse, their
names will be noted and given to the head of year and they will receive
a lunchtime detention.

For

Against

Year 8 have a legacy of incidents and the senior staff like
Ms Gammon and Ms Lashley believe that actions must
be taken to make SNS a calmer place to be. Last year,
when they were in year 7 and the behavioural problems
started, the year group was only allowed in the fives
courts at break and lunch which was too crowded, I’m
sure all students can concur. The staff members have
considered this and have now made a more reasonable
rule – allowing us to use the whole playground, as long
as we remain in small groups. Students are annoyed but
the teachers are certain that without this rule, things will
only get worse. Learning is a priority at Stoke Newington
School and the staff are only trying to enforce that. Mr
Enebeli (head of year 8) says he is spending all his time
making year 8 better. Maybe this is a good rule.

However, some people think this rule is unfair. Why punish
everyone in the year group and not just the students
that cause all of the trouble? No longer should those
that are well behaved in groups of more than five suffer
and have their friendship groups disrupted because of
other people’s behaviour. We have the SIMS system,
so why don’t we use that information to identify who is
causing all the trouble, and then make sure they are the
ones culpable for breaking school rules. Why don’t we
find the large groups of people who are making mischief
and disperse them, not those who are chatting with their
friends?

What now?
You’ve heard the arguments but now it’s up to you. Feed back your views to your form representative who will talk to
Ms Lashley and Mr Enebeli.
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REVIEWS

Sweet Pizza
Isadora Hawkes's review of Sweet Pizza by G. R. Gemin was entered into the Guardian's
young critics competition
‘Joe loved fried chicken and chips smothered in tomato
sauce and mayonnaise, especially after a day at school nothing else hit the mark as far as he was concerned.’
Sweet Pizza is set in Wales in an Italian restaurant which
stars a young Italian Welsh boy named Joe. His mum has
given up all hope about the cafe as it is falling apart and losing
customers. However, Joe, a young boy determined to prove
his parents wrong, attempts to put the cafe back into business.
While learning about the importance of the restaurant’s roots,
he doesn’t just learn to cook but learns about the importance
of his friends and family and the significance of his past.
Throughout the book Joe learns more and more about the
injustice of his grandpa’s life (especially during the Second
World War) and, as a reader, you learn how Joe’s character
develops towards becoming a much kinder person.
I think this book was very interesting as it not only taught
me some of the injustices of history but the idea of aiming for
your dreams. I think the clear themes in this story are passion,
protection and identity. I would recommend this book to
someone, however, despite the good morals and storyline,
the story goes on for longer than expected. The challenges
that are faced such as when Joe has to come to terms with

his best friend’s past, are not as difficult and overwhelming as
you might think they are at the beginning of the book.
I think the writer has a very original idea about the book and
although I am not from a different culture, I think I understand
how Joe feels about his past and how he wants it to be of some
significance. I don’t think I have any particularly different ideas
culturally to how I act or what I want to do or be compared
to other people but thinking about this story, if I were to go
anywhere else in the world then I would seem culturally
different and strange to them. I might act differently, behave
differently, believe different things but that would still make
me the same person. I wouldn’t just suddenly change. I would
still act the same way at first, however over time I would adapt
to my surroundings. I would eat different food because it is
more available. I would dress differently based on the climate,
I would possibly learn to speak a different language.
I think that the relevance of this book is not the challenges
faced by Joe but the strength that he retains to try and remain
the person he thinks he should be despite the fact the norm
for Joe is not to be cooking and creating sweet pizza but to be
eating fried chicken. I think the main ideas of this story is Joe’s
attitude to his family roots and his identity.

Inside
Inside is the new platform puzzler by Playdead Studios and it might just be the best game
of the year. Henry Allen-Taylor gives us his verdict of the game.
Playdead studios are a Danish independent development
team who made the very popular Limbo in 2010. Six years
later, their very anticipated spiritual successor came out
in the 29 June 2016 at it blew all expectations.
In the game, you play as a nameless, faceless young boy.
I think that is the only thing I can say about the plot with
out going into spoilers territory but let me just say that it
quickly becomes clear the something very sinister and dark is
happening around you very quickly.
The puzzles in the game are hard but not that hard and you’ll
probably solve them before it gets tedious. What I love about

this game is that it tells a story and makes you care about its
characters without telling a word. The game only lasts about
four hours but you can remember every second. The art in this
game is incredible and it’s hard not to stop what you are doing
a look at the amazing scenery. The best way to play this game
completely blind because of the terrifying set pieces and the
jaw dropping last twenty minutes which was completely funny
and horrifying at the same time.
This game is a masterpiece. Just play it and you’ll find out.
I’ll give this game a 10/10.
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