SPECIFICATION:
Nature of the constitution — a knowledge and
understanding of the features of a constitution and
of the benefits of constitutional government,
including the differences between codified and
uncodified constitutions, and an understanding of
the nature, sources and key features of the UK
constitution.
Sovereignty and the constitution — a knowledge
and understanding of debates about the location of
sovereignty within the UK constitutional system,
particularly in relation to the significance of
European Union membership and devolution.

CONSTITUTION

Reforming the constitution — a knowledge and
understanding of key reforms to the constitution
since 1997, such as devolution and Lords reform,
and an awareness of their advantages and
disadvantages; and an understanding of ongoing
debate about constitutional reform, including the
possible introduction of a ‘written’ constitution.
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CONSTITUTION
Key concepts & terms
Constitution

Codified constitution

Entrenchment

Superiority

Legislature

Executive

Judiciary

Separation of powers

CONSTITUTION

CONSTITUTION
Checks and balances

Citizen

The UK needs a codified constitution:
Limit executive power

Protection of rights:

Modernise the UK – settle constitutional issues

The UK doesn’t need a codified constitution:
It provides strong government

Rights are adequately protected

It would limit flexibility
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It would give too much power to an elected judiciary

Sources of the British constitution
Statute law

Common law

Conventions

Authoritative works

Europe

Principles of the British constitution
Parliamentary sovereignty

Rule of law

CONSTITUTION
Unitary state

Constitutional monarch

The UK needs constitutional reform:
It needs to be modernised

It is too centralised

It is needs democratisation

It needs to protect rights better

The UK doesn’t need further constitutional reform:
It is organic and naturally evolutionary, it is always adapting to modern demands

Devolution has dealt with the problems of centralisation

CONSTITUTION
House of Lords reform and greater use of referendums suggest it is becoming more democratic

It does protect rights adequately

Codification would give too much power to the judiciary

Codification would undermine parliamentary sovereignty

Constitutional reforms since 1997-2010
Human Rights Act – strengths and limitations

Devolution – strengths and limitations

House of Lords reform – strengths and limitations

Freedom of Information Act – strengths and limitations

CONSTITUTION
Supreme Court – strengths and limitations

Greater use of referendums

Constitutional reforms since 2010
House of Lords reform – strengths and limitations

AV referendum – strengths and limitations

Recall of MPs – strengths and limitations

Fixed term parliaments – strengths and limitations

Wright recommendations – strengths and limitations

Scottish referendum outcome
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Fixed term parliaments – strengths and limitations

CONSTITUTION
The Constitution
Level 1
(a) Distinguish between a federal and unitary constitution
(b) Describe two ways of entrenching a constitution
(c) Identify two examples of constitutional statutes in the UK.
(d) Identify two constitutional conventions.
(e) Identify two key constitutional principles or documents.
(f) Identify two features of a codified constitution
(g) Outline two reasons why the UK constitution is flexible.
(h) identify two advantages of a codified constitution.
Level 2
(a)
Look at each of the following characteristics and decide whether they apply to a codified or
uncodified constitution :
Characteristic

Codified/uncodified ?

It is not very flexible

______________________

It is a strong safeguard of rights

______________________

It can adapt to changing circumstances

______________________

It has a number of different sources

______________________

It can be easily interpreted by judges

______________________

It can be found in one single document

______________________

It is likely to be entrenched

______________________

(b)
Give two examples of each of the following :
Constitutional conventions

__________________________________
__________________________________

CONSTITUTION
Books of constitutional authority

__________________________________
__________________________________

Constitutional Statutes

__________________________________
__________________________________

EU Treaties

__________________________________

(c)
What is being described in each of these cases?
It is an elected body that can make laws and appears to be legally sovereign but is not
legally sovereign ________________________________________________
It is a regular occurrence that makes the people temporarily sovereign
___________________________________
It is an institution that has some legal sovereignty in the UK, but the UK can take it
back._____________________________________
A body that shares legal sovereignty with Parliament______________________
A way of making people sovereign other than an election ____________________________
(d)
Look at each of these constitutional developments. In each case describe a
constitutional reform (implemented or proposed since 1997) designed to create them :
Better safeguards for human rights ______________________________
Establishing autonomous regional government ____________________
Improving the legitimacy of part of parliament _____________________
Taking power away from the prime minister to manipulate the date of a general election
for his party’s own ends _________________________
Establishing a more independent body at the head of the judiciary
___________________________________________________
Making government more open __________________________________

CONSTITUTION
Establishing fairer voting systems _________________________________
Making constituency representation fairer__________________________
______________________________________________________________

Level 3
Study the following two descriptions of sovereignty. One is more accurate than the other.
Identify which is more accurate and give three reasons why it is more accurate.
First Description
Sovereignty means absolute power. In the case of the UK Parliament it means that it is the
source of all political power and that it is the ultimate authority on law. Government can be
seen to share sovereignty with Parliament because it has an electoral mandate to carry out
its policies. At elections the people are sovereign. It is sometimes said that the Scottish
Parliament has sovereignty because it makes Scottish law, but this is inaccurate because its
powers can be reclaimed by Westminster. The EU has sovereignty because its laws are
superior to UK law.
Second Description
Sovereignty means ultimate power to male laws. It can also mean power in the strongest
sense of the word. Thus the Scottish Parliament has sovereignty over Scottish affairs, the
Welsh Assembly over Welsh affairs and the Northern Ireland Assembly over Northern Irish
affairs. The Human Rights Act became sovereign when it was passed in 1998 because it
established certain rights that cannot be removed. This also helped the Supreme Court to be
sovereign as it can declare some parliamentary statutes invalid under the Act. The UK has
surrendered some sovereignty to the EU and this cannot be taken back.
Level 4
Write a short definition, of about 50 words, of each of the following, including examples
where appropriate.
•
•
•
•

Constitutional conventions
Sovereignty
A codified constitution
Devolution
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June 2016

CONSTITUTION
June 2015

CONSTITUTION
June 2014

CONSTITUTION
June 2013
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January 2013

June 2012
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January 2012

June 2011

January 2011
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June 2010

January 2010

