
Revising for 
Geography

(and other subjects… but mostly geography)



What is revision?

Revision IS…
• …a gradual build-up of what 

you can recall from memory
• …about developing an 

understanding of the 
subject as a whole and the 
connections between the 
topics
• …a long term process of 

many stages that needs to 
be started far in advance of 
your exams (like now for 
example!)

Revision is NOT…
• …passively reading or even 

highlighting your exercise 
book and revision guide
• …memorising individual 

facts and concepts in 
isolation of the topic 
context
• …a quick cram in the few 

days or even weeks leading 
up to the exam



First things first…

• …draw up a revision timetable!
• For now, aim for one hour a day: pick 2 subjects 

and revise each for 30 minutes
• Pair subjects you don’t like/find harder with 

subjects you do like/find easier, and start with the 
harder subject to ‘reward’ yourself with your 
preferred subject afterwards
• On your timetable, block out the school day and 

other commitments (e.g. after school catch-up) 
before writing in your subject revision times
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Ready to go!
Steps to revision:
1. “What do I actually need to revise?” Pick a topic and find 

a checklist summarising what you need to know. This will 
help you identify gaps in your knowledge/notes.

2. “Where is the information I need?” Find/get resources for 
what you need to know. You can’t revise with nothing to 
revise from. Check your exercise book first of all.

3. “What are the key points?” Take revision notes.
4. “What can I remember?” Memorise your notes. This can 

be done through a number of techniques but repetition is 
key.

5. “What can I still remember?” Test yourself on the same 
topic a few days later, then a few weeks later… etc.



1. “What do I actually need to revise?” Pick a topic and find a 
checklist summarising what you need to know. This will help 
you identify gaps in your knowledge/notes.



1. “What do I actually need to revise?” Pick a topic and find a 
checklist summarising what you need to know. This will help 
you identify gaps in your knowledge/notes.

• See ‘Subject Content’ of specification (p10)

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
geography/gcse/geography-8035

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035


1. “What do I actually need to revise?” Pick a topic and find a 
checklist summarising what you need to know. This will help 
you identify gaps in your knowledge/notes.

• RAG the topic PLCs 
(personalised learning 
checklists – find these on 
SMHW)



1. “What do I actually need to revise?” Pick a topic and find a 
checklist summarising what you need to know. This will help 
you identify gaps in your knowledge/notes.

• Check the list of case 
studies needed for each 
topic (SMHW)



2. “Where is the information I need?” Find/get resources for 
what you need to know. You can’t revise with nothing to revise 
from. Check your exercise book first of all.

• YOUR EXERCISE 
BOOK!!!!!
• Revision resources 

checklist –
recommended revision 
guide and website links 
(see SMHW)
• Other content-related 

resources will be added 
to SMHW over time



3. “What are the key points?” Take revision notes.

Different note-taking techniques can be used for 
different aspects of geography, like key words and case 
studies.
Here are some examples of note-taking techniques:
• Highlighting
• Note-taking and summarising
• Mind-mapping
• Flashcards
• Case study sheets
• Glossary
• Diagrams



Key words in geography

• Half the battle of your geography GCSE is knowing 
and accurately using key geographical terms
• To take notes on key words:
• Highlight them in one colour in your exercise book / 

revision guide
• Make a glossary for each topic that is separate to your 

other notes. Add to it as you make your other notes.
• Make flashcards for the key words that are particularly 

tricky / central to the topic.



Note-taking and summarising 
using the Cornell method (see SMHW sheet)

Title: paper, topic, date

Section 1: 
detailed notes

Section 2:
key points 
taken from 

detailed 
notes

Section 3: summary of 
main ideas (3 bullet points)



TITLE:
Paper 1, UK Weather Hazards, 12th June 2018

Section 1: detailed notes. 
Subheadings to include:
- Description of weather 

hazards the UK experiences
- Evidence that UK weather is 

becoming more extreme

Section 2:
key points taken from 

detailed notes
Pick 3 hazards and 2 
pieces of evidence

Section 3: summary of main ideas (3 bullet points)
There are 2 subheadings for this topic so write 4 
bullet points (2 for each subheading)

TASK: Make Cornell notes on UK 
weather hazards



Mind-mapping (see SMHW sheet)

• Start in the centre of a blank 
page turned sideways

• Use an image for your 
central idea if you can

• Use colours and images 
throughout

• Make branches connecting 
ideas curved, not straight

• Make your first point and 
connecting branch come 
vertically upwards from the 
central idea, then work your 
way around in a clockwise 
direction



Mind-mapping

• In geography, mind-mapping is especially suitable 
for:
• The factors affecting something e.g. the factors affecting 

the rate of coastal erosion
• The reasons for something e.g. the reasons for declining 

rates of deforestation in the Amazon
• The features of something e.g. the social, economic and 

environmental opportunities of urban growth in London
• Causes/effects/responses of an event or process e.g. the 

Nepal earthquake



TASK: Make a mind map for the 
features of hot deserts



TASK: Make a mind map for the 
features of tropical rainforests



Features 
of tropical 
rainforests

Climate

Soil

PlantsAnimals

People

No seasons
Hot:

20-28 degrees

Wet

Rains every day2000mm per year
Notice:
- The first feature, climate, 

is written directly above 
the centre of the mind 
map bubble

- Each feature has its own 
colour arrows/text 
(climate = blue)

- Where multiple 
information points are 
shown for one point (e.g. 
‘wet’), an arrow is used 
for each separate point 
instead of bullet points



Case study sheets (template on SMHW)

• Try and summarise each major case study on one side 
of A4
• You need to include the following details:

qWhat is this a case study of?
qLocation of place (including compass points!)
qDate(s) (if relevant)
qDescription of event/background information
qKey facts and numbers – pull these out and put them in a 

separate box so you can focus on memorising these. At the 
very least, highlight them.

qCauses, effects (if relevant)
qResponses/management and effectiveness/outcome of this 

(if relevant)
qAdvantages / disadvantages (if relevant)





Diagrams
Flow diagrams for processes 
and sequences
• How transport contributes to 

global warming:

Labelled sketches for physical 
geography
• Layers of the Earth:

More people 
are driving cars

Cars burn petrol 
for fuel

This releases carbon 
dioxide, a greenhouse 
gas, into the atmosphere

Greenhouse gases trap 
heat and therefore warm 
the Earth



4. “What can I remember?” Memorise your notes. This can be 
done through a number of techniques but repetition is key.

• Black and red notes
• Roman Room technique
• Mnemonics 
• Get creative!
• Play with flashcards
• Answer quick knowledge-based questions
• Ask a friend to test you
• Use websites like getrevising.co.uk to test your 

knowledge



Red and Black notes
• Choose a topic, case study or theory to revise 
• Read through your revision notes twice
• Turn the page over and write everything you can 

remember in BLACK
• Turn the page back up and check what you missed
• Write everything you forgot in RED
• Repeat!!!

• Over time, the RED should decrease



Roman Room Technique



Mnemonics



Get creative! 

North America married South America, and they went to 
Europe for their honeymoon. Soon after they had quadruplets 
who all had A names: Africa, Australia, Asia (who was the 
biggest, even though he had the shortest name) and 
Antarctica, the coldest child.



Flashcards



5. “What can I still remember?” Test yourself on the same topic 
a few days later, then a few weeks later… etc.

• Write answers to exam questions without using 
your notes.
• Sample papers and mark schemes for the new 

specification are here: 
https://getrevising.co.uk/past-
papers/search?level=gcse&subject=geography&boa
rd=aqa

https://getrevising.co.uk/past-papers/search?level=gcse&subject=geography&board=aqa

