
Half term
Unit title with hyperlink to 

scheme of work
Unit summary  Skills & content covered Skills & content revisited

Summary of 

formative marking, 

feedback and 

student response

Summative 

assessment 

schedule, including 

assessment criteria

Autumn 1

Why are rights and 
responsibilities linked?

Analysing rights and responsibilities. 

Ways in which rights and upheld in the 

UK. 

Legal, political and human rights, Magna 

Carta, Clashing rights/resps, UNCRC 

Forming and expressing arguments in 

writing and verbally 

Understanding of rules, laws and 

democracy. Introduction to 

human rights, responsibilities, 

justice and active participation in 

society. Developing argument 

and judgement skills.

Range of 1 and 2 

mark questions for 

recall, mid-unit 8 

mark question to 

review and two 4 

mark questions.

Paper 2: Rights and 

Responsibilities (half 

paper)

Autumn 2

What are the functions of 
international organisations? 

What are the roles and 
limitations of the media in the 

UK?

A range of international organisations 

that the UK belongs to. The role of the 

media in the UK, specifically the rights 

and responsibilities of the press and 

the future of online platforms. 

UN, NATO, EU, WTO, Commonwealth, 

G20/G7/G8, Council of Europe. Role of 

mass media, press freedom, politics and 

the media, censorship. Analysis of sources 

outlining conflicts and global issues.

Rights and responsibilities, 

democracy, global citizenship, 

evaluating sources, analysing 

evidence and understanding how 

institutions influence society.

FOCUS: 4 

mark/source q's. 

Range of 1 and 2 

mark questions for 

recall, one 8 mark 

question, five 4 

mark questions.

Paper 2: Life in 

Modern Britain (half 

paper)

Spring 1

What do we mean by 
discrimination and how does 

the UK deal with 
discrimination?

Understanding migration to Britain, 

post and pre-WW2 as well as anti-

discrimination legislation. 

Immigration, Understanding British Empire. 

Celebrating diversity and multiculturalism. 

Refugees/asylum seekers - understanding 

tensions. Debating and analysing 

arguments - wriiten and verbal.

Equality, diversity and identity 

from KS3. Rights and 

responsibilities, prejudice, 

stereotypes, community 

cohesion and evaluating different 

viewpoints.

Three 4 mark 

questions and one 8 

mark question 

reviewed after 

midpoint.

Paper 2: Life in 

Modern Britain (half 

paper)

Spring 2

How does the UK deal with 
criminals? 

Understanding the role of criminal law 

and how the Criminal Justice System is 

structured.

Court systems, civil and criminal law, role 

of judges, juries and police. Age of criminal 

responsibility and aims of punishment.

Rule of law, rights and 

responsibilities, role of 

institutions, justice, democracy 

and evaluating the effectiveness 

of systems and processes.

A range of 1, 2 and 

4 mark questions. 

One 8 mark 

question.

Paper 2: Rights and 

Responsibilities (half 

paper)

Summer 1

Why is it important we are 
active citizens?

Understanding the importance of 

being actively engaged in your 

community and society

Case studies of active citizenship, different 

forms of action (direct and indirect), 

pressure groups, trade unions, standing in 

office, voting.

Democratic participation, 

campaigning, community action, 

human rights, citizenship values 

and developing persuasive 

communication skills.

A range of 4 mark 

questions and 

source-based 8 

mark questions

Paper 1: Politics and 

Participation 

(Section A, Part 1)

Summer 2

Citizenship Action Setting up your own campaign about 

an issue you are passionate about.

Choosing an issue, delegating workloads, 

making an action plan, taking action, 

evaluating the succes of your actions. 

Planning, communication, negotiation, 

teamwork and collaboration, public 

speaking, organisation.

Active citizenship, campaigning, 

research methods, evaluating 

evidence, communication, 

teamwork, decision-making, 

leadership and reflection skills 

developed throughout KS3 and 

Year 9.

A range of 2 mark, 4 

mark, 6 mark and 

12 mark questions

Paper 1: Politics and 

Participation 

(Section A, Part 2) 

Exam questions are 

assessed in class as 

they go through the 

unit.

Curriculum Map

Year 9 

Subject Specific Literacy

•	Introduction to Tier 3 Citizenship vocabulary (e.g. democracy, rights, responsibilities, discrimination, migration, justice, media bias).

•	Reading and interpreting news articles and case studies.

•	Identifying facts, opinions and bias in media sources.

•	Using evidence to support written arguments.

•	Structuring extended responses using PEEL paragraphs.

•	Developing confidence with GCSE command words: describe, explain, analyse and evaluate.

•	Accurate use of political, legal and social terminology in written work.

Oracy

•	Participating in structured classroom discussions.

•	Presenting opinions using evidence and examples.

•	Engaging respectfully with contrasting viewpoints.

•	Developing debating skills on controversial issues.

•	Building confidence in formal presentations.

•	Questioning and challenging viewpoints constructively.

•	Justifying conclusions verbally using evidence.


