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SNS win bronze in cyclocross

A team of SNS boys
won a bronze medal in a
gruelling cyclocross event
at Castle Manor Academy,
Cambridgeshire on Saturday
27 February.
The group of Year 7 and
8 students qualified for the
eastern region inter school

cyclocross competition after
winning a qualifying round
back in October.
Cyclocross is a little
known sport; it is a bicycle
race over a cross-country
course, featuring steep hills
and muddy terrain that also
requires a rider to carry the

Dear parents & carers
I am pleased to inform you of some exciting
involvement of SNS with external partners.
The most immediate is that, linked with our
series of SNS political debates, we have a visit by
MP and House of Commons speaker, John Bercow.
Mr Bercow will be speaking with our student voice
group and our Government and Politics sixth form
students. This is a great opportunity for the school
and students.
The second is that, thanks to a grant from the
Football Foundation, we will be refurbishing the

bicycle over fences and up
stairs.
The team, consisting of
Thomas Bardill, Matthew
Ventris, Jack Semper and
Rudy Warren had to take part
in an arduous 15 minute race
on a challenging undulating
Continued on page two

Astroturf this summer. We look forward to having
a very high quality pitch available for our students
and our community over the
coming years.
Thank you for your ongoing
support for our school.
Best wishes,
Annie Gammon
Headteacher

News and activities LGBT Month inspires SNS students
Cyclocross bronze
continued from front page
course, competing against
other schools.
Ms Sprakes said, “Massive
congratulations to these
boys for their achievements.
They’ve worked very hard and
deserve their success.”

Fairtrade football
tourament

In recognition of Fairtrade
Fortnight, Stoke Newington
School is organising
a Fairtrade Football
Tournament.
GCSE Citizenship
students have worked with
Ms. Gammon and the PE
Department to organise this
event and it will be a lot of fun
but also raises awareness of
how little workers in Pakistan
who stitch branded footballs
actually get paid – as little as
20p for a day’s work!
This event will show that
students and staff at Stoke
Newington School stand
in solidarity with Fairtrade
and its efforts to ensure
workers get paid fairly and
are therefore given better
opportunities in life.
Every Year 7 and 8 class
must select five students
(boys and girls) to form a
team that represents their
tutor group. The names of
students must be given to Mr
Doherty by Friday 4th March
2016.

A hugely successful LGBT month is set to have a lasting
legacy at SNS with several students taking it upon
themselves to continue to celebrate the LGBT community.
After an amazing LGBT march around Clissold Park during
the school’s creative day, students have been inspired to
write beautiful poems themed around LGBT, and you can
read one below by Shianne Dyer in 8H. An LGBT club has also
been created by students, details of which, you can also read
about below.

True love and those against it
I love the taste of passion
From our tender, velvet lips.
Over fear of punishment
Love will outshine us
Eclipse our love
Their smile is the death of me
It echoes in my flame
Ever since they’ve held my hand
I haven’t been the same
Our hearts will flower
Yet we’ll never see the sun
Although our souls are innocent
They aim the gun
In the end we’ll dies for sins
Our love had full consent
Our love is no one’s enemy
We’re not out spreading hate
Your words will never change us
Love is why we’re on this earth
We’re all just human spirits
By Shianne Dyer 8H

New LGBT club at SNS
Stokey Pride - a brand new LGBT club created by students
- will hold its first meeting on Tuesday 15 March.
With the help of Ms Gluckstein and Ms Guatama, the Year
8 students created the club with the aim of:
•
helping students who are questioning their sexuality
•
help students who want to come out
•
inform students about lesser known sexualities and
genders
•
help students who are the victims of LGBT-centred
bullying
•
raise awareness within the school
•
inform students of what is going on in the LGBT
community.
The first meeting will be after school and in FO1. There will
be food and refreshments and LGBT allies are more than
welcome and encouraged to attend.

Pele becomes English
schools diving champion

In December last
year, Pele became
the English schools
diving champion,
after winning both
of his events at
the ESSA Diving
Championships at
the Aquatics Centre.

He was kind
enough to bring his
enormous trophy
in for us to see last
week.
To become English
schools diving
champion Pele had
to compete against
teams from all over
the country and the
standard of diving

was very high.
Pele is already
an International
Champion and his
coaches at Crystal
Palace have very high
hopes for him. He
could potentially be
picked for the 2020
Olympics.
Brenda
Humphrey’s, the
chair of the London
Schools Swimming
Association, had very
kind words to say
about Pele and his
future in diving. She
said, “My committee
members are
delighted for Pele and
wish to extend thanks
and best wishes to
him for his future in
diving. He certainly
has one. Many, many
congratulations to
Pele.”

Special report: Citizenship
project - water crisis

I am writing an article to raise awareness
of a GCSE Citizenship project. We have
chosen to raise awareness about the very
important issue of unclean water. There is
currently a water crisis in our world and we
want to spread the word!
The lack of clean water in third world
countries has been a pressing issue for over
100 years. Dirty water can cause diseases
such as Guinea worm disease, Typhoid,
Dysentery and Cholera which is a result
of not having access to clean fresh water.
Over 800 million people at the moment are
at risk of contracting one or more of these
diseases every day. People that live in less
economically developed countries have to
walk miles for water that can potentially kill
them, but they do it anyway because it the
only way that they can survive. The average
person needs 20-50 litres of fresh water a
day for washing, cooking and drinking and
most people in less socially and economically
developed countries don’t have one drop
of fresh water to give to their children, all
these points I have made reinforces the
seriousness of our issue. I hope in the coming
years that the water crisis will be solved.
Over the next week we will be putting
posters around the school, delivering a lesson
to Year 9 students, and writing to our local
MP Diane Abbott. Please get involved and let
us know what you think about our project.
My email is below if you would like to find
out more about the issue.
MaxBri@sns.hackney.sch.uk
Sign up and like our Facebook page –
Citizenship Coursework. Thank you!

Calendar
•
•
•

Thurs 10 March - sixth form
external interviews
Mon 14 March - Deadline
for Year 8 options
Weds 23 March - New York
art and photography trip

Contacts

Headteacher Annie Gammon

Your voice is
important!

annie.gammon@sns.hackney.sch.uk

Chair of governors Crispin Truman
chairofgovernors@sns.hackney.sch.uk
Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
parents@sns.hackney.sch.uk
Reception 020 7241 9600
admin@sns.hackney.sch.uk

Editor Nathan Holmes
nathan.holmes@sns.hackney.sch.uk

Student Voice is here so you
can have your say about
how the school is run. Want
to get involved? Email us at:
StudentVoice@sns.hackney.sch.uk

to share your views on any
matters relating to school.
Miss Lashley and the
Student Voice Council

School policy
General Uniform
Black leather, business like shoes and
a suitable outdoor coat, which must
be removed in lessons and assemblies.
Religious clothing e.g. headscarves and
salwar kameez must be plain black. A
small discreet stud earing may be worn
at KS3, with a small hoop allowed at
KS4. All pupils must also wear a lanyard
with identification card. The following
items are strictly forbidden:
•
Jeans, including black jeans,
cords, chinos or combat trousers.
•
Training shoes with a sports sole
(e.g. Vans), hooded tops, and hats.
•
Make up is not to be worn by
pupils.
Boys
Plain black smart trousers, KS3 students
a standard white shirt with collar or
school polo shirt and in KS4 a
standard blue shirt with collar or school
polo shirt, a school V-necked sweater or
school sweatshirt.
Girls
Plain black trousers with the school

logo or plain black knee-length skirt
with the school logo; pupil premium/
free school meal pupils can claim £10
subsidy on these items. KS3 students
a standard white shirt with collar or
school polo shirt and in KS4 a standard
blue shirt with collar or school polo
shirt, a school V-necked sweater or
school sweatshirt.

Holiday leave

Please remember that holidays are not
permitted during term time. If your child
has to be absent during term time, you
must get written permission from Year
11 Curriculum Co-ordinator Jo Byrne
before the travel arrangements are
made and this will only be authorised
for exceptional circumstances.

Contraband Items
•
•
•
•
•

Mobile phones
Headphones
Hooded sweatshirts
Jewelry outside of the school
uniform policy
Any other item deemed
inappropriate by school staff

Clissold Road, London N16 9EX.
Tel: 020 7241 9600

We would like to remind you that
students are not allowed these items
in school. We want to make sure
students are concentrating on their
learning. If students’ mobile phones or
headphones are used, seen or heard in
school they will be confiscated, with the
SIM card. Only parents and carers will
be able to collect confiscated phones
from reception on the following Friday
from 3.10pm. That also means if they
are confiscated on Friday it can only be
collected the following Friday. Phones
will not be given back to the student,
only directly to the parent/carer.
There may be occasions after
attending an extra class or after school
event when students wish to use
their phone. They either need explicit
permission from a member of staff
who is with them or they need to leave
school premises to do so. In all cases,
a pupil who needs to contact parents/
carers will be allowed to use the phone
in reception at a suitable time.
admin@sns.hackney.sch.uk
www.sns.hackney.sch.uk

