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SNS debates the British borders

Shabeil Gujra
It finally returned, the first
SNS Debates to kick off
the new year was between
Labour MP Dianne Abbott
and UKIP MP Keith Fraser.
The question: should
we close our borders to
those seeking entry to our
country?
Fraser began with his
opening speech on the matter,

stating that the UK should
draw some lines, allowing
the young and highly skilled
in, but have stricter rules
about those who he considers
unable to contribute to
society. He argued that this
benefits our economy as
opposed to ‘draining’ it. In an
effort to explain the burden
of having so many people
using but not contributing

to societal benefits, he used
an analogy; if, one year, you
have £1000 to spend on 1000
people, each person has £1
spent on them. But, if the next
year you add another 1000
people, but have the same
amount to spend, you end up
with only 50p per person. This
was the basis for much of his
argument, and one that
Continues on page two

Dear parents & carers
We have been giving out the mock exam results
to Year 11, 12 and 13 over the past two weeks. We
are pleased with the results overall: the students
all know what they have to do to improve on their
current position before the final examinations in
the summer. We run a range of additional classes
for students: these are compulsory if the students
are told they must attend. Thank you for your
ongoing support with this.

I look forward to seeing you
at the parents’ forum which is
on 9th February at 7pm. More
details will follow.
Best wishes,
Annie Gammon
Headteacher

News and activities SNS Debates continues to shine

D&T success

Mr Steel
Visual communication
is a key part of Design
& Technology, and it’s a
real challenge to convey
a message with minimal
text that catches the eye
(and imagination). Most
importantly, knowing how
to use equipment safely
essential!

This fantastic collage
poster by Jordi Fairs is
simple, striking and effective.
It’s eye catching yet delivers
a simple, strong message fantastic design work!
Year 7 have also been
doing some brilliant work in
textiles this week. Below are
some fine examples of their
puggly monsters project!

Continued from front page
illustrated his background in
economics and the private
sector.
Once his speech came to
an end, Diane Abbott came
in with a straight to the point
view. She was able to give
very relatable and detailed
insight into the subject of
migration, as her mother had
been a migrant. Abbott spoke
about how proud her mother
had been to be able to live
in the UK and how keen she

was to work hard and make a
better life for herself.
After questions were
opened to the audience,
one of the most thought
provoking questions was
from a student. He addressed
Fraser asking about the
economy and the idea that
money is a concept and it is
less important than people’s
health and well-being. This
created a huge uproar from
the audience and many more
questions came running
through to Fraser on his views
on the UK economy and the
welfare system. Another good
point raised by a student to
counteract Fraser’s point
about only letting the highly
skilled into the country was,

“what about all the people
that aren’t highly skilled,
but have the potential to do

great things in our country,
if only they were given the
opportunity to do so?”
The hour-long debate
came to an end with Abbott
being clearly favoured among
the audience. The outcome
being that we are looking
at short-term solutions to a
long-term issue. The issue
of whether we should limit
who we should allow into
our country was discussed
throughout but no real
solutions were put forth,
and at the conclusion of
the debate, it was clear that
neither Abbott or Fraser was
interested in exchanging
ideas, not least because they
had an obvious mutual dislike
for one another.
Overall, the debates have
raised awareness to many
unresolved issues. Hopefully
we shall see a large turnout
of audience members to see
the next SNS debate, which
is on climate change on
Wednesday 3 February 2016.
Don’t miss it!
If you missed the debate,
don’t worry, it will be on our
website from next week.

A Stokey symphony!

Miranda Stocker 11N
On Monday 11th Jan a group of GCSE
music students went to see the LSSO
(London Schools Symphony Orchestra )
perform at the Barbican.
It’s an orchestra made up of over 100 of
London’s greatest young musicians including
one of Stokey’s students, Martha Cruz.
We watched them play a range of romantic
pieces, including Sibelius’ Symphony No
5 and Brahms’ Double Concerto. It was a
wonderful night that showcased a lot of
talent.

SNS gets a visit from Sweden

On Wednesday 28 January Stokey was
visited by a group of Swedish students
and teachers from a school just north of
Stokholm.
They were visiting London for the week
and wanted to see what a school in central
London was like. Being the kind and inclusive
school we are, we invited them in for a tour
and allowed them to interview some of our
students. They were very impressed with our
school facilities and couldn’t believe that we
have more than 1500 students at the school they are from a school of just 200!
A big well done to those that were
interviewed on camera, you looked very
professional and gave insightful answers.

Calendar
•
•
•
•
•

Mon 1 Feb 16 - LGBT Month
begins
Fri 5 Feb 16 - Creative Day
Wed 10 Feb 16 - Year 12
parents’ evening
Thurs 11 Feb 16 - Late start:
9.55am
Mon 15 Feb 16 - Spring half
term begins
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Student Voice is here so you
can have your say about
how the school is run. Want
to get involved? Email us at:
StudentVoice@sns.hackney.sch.uk

to share your views on any
matters relating to school.
Miss Lashley and the
Student Voice Council

School policy
General Uniform
Black leather, business like shoes and
a suitable outdoor coat, which must
be removed in lessons and assemblies.
Religious clothing e.g. headscarves and
salwar kameez must be plain black. A
small discreet stud earing may be worn
at KS3, with a small hoop allowed at
KS4. All pupils must also wear a lanyard
with identification card. The following
items are strictly forbidden:
•
Jeans, including black jeans,
cords, chinos or combat trousers.
•
Training shoes with a sports sole
(e.g. Vans), hooded tops, and hats.
•
Make up is not to be worn by
pupils.
Boys
Plain black smart trousers, KS3 students
a standard white shirt with collar or
school polo shirt and in KS4 a
standard blue shirt with collar or school
polo shirt, a school V-necked sweater or
school sweatshirt.
Girls
Plain black trousers with the school

logo or plain black knee-length skirt
with the school logo; pupil premium/
free school meal pupils can claim £10
subsidy on these items. KS3 students
a standard white shirt with collar or
school polo shirt and in KS4 a standard
blue shirt with collar or school polo
shirt, a school V-necked sweater or
school sweatshirt.

Holiday leave

Please remember that holidays are not
permitted during term time. If your child
has to be absent during term time, you
must get written permission from Year
11 Curriculum Co-ordinator Jo Byrne
before the travel arrangements are
made and this will only be authorised
for exceptional circumstances.

Contraband Items
•
•
•
•
•

Mobile phones
Headphones
Hooded sweatshirts
Jewelry outside of the school
uniform policy
Any other item deemed
inappropriate by school staff

Clissold Road, London N16 9EX.
Tel: 020 7241 9600

We would like to remind you that
students are not allowed these items
in school. We want to make sure
students are concentrating on their
learning. If students’ mobile phones or
headphones are used, seen or heard in
school they will be confiscated, with the
SIM card. Only parents and carers will
be able to collect confiscated phones
from reception on the following Friday
from 3.10pm. That also means if they
are confiscated on Friday it can only be
collected the following Friday. Phones
will not be given back to the student,
only directly to the parent/carer.
There may be occasions after
attending an extra class or after school
event when students wish to use
their phone. They either need explicit
permission from a member of staff
who is with them or they need to leave
school premises to do so. In all cases,
a pupil who needs to contact parents/
carers will be allowed to use the phone
in reception at a suitable time.
admin@sns.hackney.sch.uk
www.sns.hackney.sch.uk

