Communications with parents

29.04.16

Dear parents and carers,
We are keen to keep our communications with you useful, up to date, informative,
engaging and cost-effective. We have been reviewing our communications and their
effectiveness and I now have some updates for you. I also want to let you know
about some changes to payment arrangements within the school.
At present the school distributes a large volume of paper letters either by post or via
students to give to parents. Text messages are also sometimes used to alert
parents/carers to these letters and as reminders for certain events or activities.
We will, as from May 1st, be moving to email for the majority of our letters. The
office will keep paper copies of all letters and students can collect these if necessary.
We will also distribute the fortnightly newsletter Spotlighter out via email. The use
of texts will also be reduced but will be used on occasion, such as reminders of exam
dates and times.
The school website will have copies of all whole school, year group and trip letters
and I would encourage you to check the website on a regular basis. We have
recently updated the policies on the website and you may find you also want to
review these. (https://www.stokenewingtonschool.co.uk/policies)
By making these changes we anticipate saving close to £15,000 on postage and
£5000 on texts, which we can instead direct to support student focused activities.
The School is also moving towards becoming a “cashless” school by September 1st.
This means we will not be collecting any money for trips, revision guides or other
items using cash and will instead ask that payments are made via ParentPay.
Payments can also be made at PayPoints in local shops if you do not have easy
access to the internet. Moving to a cashless system will save administrative time and
will also provide an audit trail of income.
Please contact the office if you would like to check that we have the correct email
address for you or if you need more details about ParentPay. If you have any queries
about these proposals, please do get in touch.
Yours sincerely

Annie Gammon
Headteacher

